The hero of our talk today was very much a product of his time, as if he was sent by 
Allah Subhanahu wa Tala to answer the call of all the those people who were making dua 
to 'Oh Allah send for us someone who can rescue this muslim ummah at a time in which 
it was at its most difficult and most trying time in history'. He was a hero in waiting, he 
was someone who has not been described as the imam of hadith nor the imam of al- 
sunnah as we saw today with imam Ahmed bin Hanbal nor was he known as the imam of 
jihad such as Abdullah bin Mubarak, rather he surpassed all these titles, and in history no 
other person in Islamic history has been given a title greater than the title of our hero 
today and his title was Shaykh-ul -Islam, the sheikh of Islam, of all of Islam. This man 
was given this title he is of course none other than Ahmed Taqi ad-Din Ibn Taymiyyah. 
And sometimes the greater the problem, the greater the difficulty the ummah is, then the 
greater the hero is a result of the difficulties of that time. So we give glad tidings dear 
brothers that while now the ummah is going through a very trialling period from this trial 
and from this test as we will see there will come forth a hero who will be in equal of 
stature to be able to confront these trials and tribulations. 

If we give a brief look at the task that was faced by Ibn Taymiyyah, the Muslim world 
was in chaos, chaos intellectually, in chaos militarily, in chaos morally and spiritually 
very much like it is today. Intellectually Islam was being attacked by philosophers who 
tried to explain al-ghaib, the unseen, with their philosophical ideas and with greek logic. 
And all those who tried to defend Islam also fall in to the trap of philosophy and trying to 
explain a way the ghaib and make it very complicated the unseen about Allah Subhanahu 
wa Tala and the names and the qualities of Allah Subhanahu wa Tala. It was an issue of 
huge debate and likewise we see it today nowadays the whole concept of belief in Allah 
is attacked and ridiculed by scientists by artists, in theatre, in film. 

At that time the Muslims were in contact with the Christians that had come from the 
crusading lands. And some of them had sent of from muslim lands and some of them 
were scholars and some of them had learnt Arabic and some of them began then to 
discuss with the Muslims about things such as the Prophet Muhammad peace be on him 
was he the last prophet and is the Quran the last and final book and about the Sunnah 
does it have authority. And they began to spread these doubts in the hearts and minds of 
the Muslims. Likewise, today if you go to many western institutions such as SOAS or in 
Birmingham or Durham or Edinburgh, you will find that in these institutions they study 
Islam and western scholars have learnt Arabic at a greater level that many of us have and 
they study the Quran intensively and they study the sunnah intensively and they try to 
look for holes in the Quran and in the sunnah to try to say that these sources really aren't 
as the muslim claim and they have changed over time the effort of the orientalists is at 
full throttle now, but there is no one there to defend these claims. 

There was also the batanis. The batanis they were a group of people who said that they 
have given special knowledge about the secrets of the Quran. For example, salah for the 
ordinary Muslim means prayer as we know it but salah for them means something else 
and they don't have to pray like we pray. And they would interpret the Quran in their 
own strange interpretations. Like for example Allah say's in the Quran: 



Allah Subhanahu wa Tala talks about a natural phenomenon of the two seas that meet, a 
salty sea and a sea without salt or for example as we see in the Nile the white Nile and the 
blue Nile as they meet and between them you can see a clear distinct border and from this 
sea from the bottom of this sea. You can find in it pearls and emeralds and rubies, pearls 
and rubies. For example this batany sect, because a lot of them had an inclination to 
shiism they said these two seas this is not a natural phenomenon for most ordinary 
muslim it is but we have a special understanding it means Ali ra and Fatima and between 
them is the prophet Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wasalam and the pearl and the ruby is 
Imam Hassan and Husain. See, so their giving these strange interpretations to the verses 
of the Quran. 

Also Muslims began to follow the Christians in saint worship, worshipping their saints 
and also following in their festivals, and celebrating their festivals. We had Sufi groups 
who had gone extreme and left the original understandings of the salaf. And they became 
influenced by hindu ideas, agnostic ideas and they started to say ideas such as pantheism. 
Pantheistic ideas means for example, they would say Allah Subhanahu wa Tala is in 
every single thing He's here, He's in this table, He's in this digital recorder, He's in the 
skies, He's in the trees and one day when we become very spiritual we can become one 
of Allah. And they were spreading these ideas across the Muslim world. Some of them 
even began to believe in magic and use charms and do magic spells. We had blind 
following, and complete blind following to extreme level of the madhabs of the Islamic 
madhabs the schools of thought to the degree that when, we know that at that time Egypt 
was mainly shafi'ie in madhab when the ruler of Egypt Zahir Bagels (10.53) he was the 
general of Muzafar Qutuz he took over Muzafar Qutuz when Muzafar Qutuz died. When 
Zahir Bagels decided to appoint as the qadhi as the judge other than shafi'ie judge all the 
shafii'ies got very upset 'how can you do this, how can you appoint other than shafi'ie 
judge' and when Zahir Bagels he died then all the shafi'ie scholars were saying 'ah he 
died because he appointed someone who was other than shafi'ie as judge, this was a 
punishment from Allah Subhanahu wa Tala'. So the attachment the extremism to 
following a madhab became to a level Muslims had not seen before. 

If we look at the political conditions, Ibn Taymiyyah he was born 5 years after the sack of 
Baghdad by the hands of the tartars, he was born five years after Baghdad was 
demolished by the tartars. And we know at this time that the tartars three years before his 
birth Muzafar Qutuz gained that wonderful victory in Ain-Jaloot however the tartars 
remained and occupied still Khurasan, ..(12.22) and Iran and Iraq, was still under tartar 
control, so there was always a threat again of tartars trying to invade. Although the 
Muslims have recaptured Syria and Palestine and made it the seat of Islam once again, 
but the threat of the tartars was always there. 

At the time of Ibn Taymiyyah the ruling caliph was a Mamluk, who we mentioned 
yesterday after Muzafar Qutuz died and Zahir Bagels took control Ibn Taymiyyah was 
born Zahir Bagels took control. And one unfortunate thing about the Mamluk is that they 
would quickly change kings ...(13.15) that was one unfortunate thing about them and 
there were many, many king after king. But one of the main kings at the time of Ibn 
Taymiyyah was someone called Muhammad Ibn Qalawan who managed to rule for 33 



years starting from 709. So he stayed in his throne for a long time and he was contempory 
of Ibn Taymiyyah and will mention him a lot later on. 

Socially and morally we mentioned that many of the tartars had already accepted Islam, 
many of the tartars the Mongols had accepted Islam. But despite accepting Islam they 
didn't adhere to all of Islam, so you'd find them for example, spreading alcohol and 
drinking on the streets, you'll find them committing zina, you'll find them opening up 
wine shops. When it came to judgements they would want to rule their people not by the 
shariah but by the laws of Genghis khan. So they had accepted Islam but they preferred 
an Islam which was still their form of Islam and so they had another version of Islam a 
new version of Islam that they were trying to spread. And so the reviver needed to be 
someone that could confront and seal up all these areas that needed to be sealed up that 
could revive Islam in all these areas, and indeed as we'll realise and chart his progress. 
He whose quality, his character, his calibre, he was the man if there was any that was able 
to do so. He was born approximately 661 years after the hijrah of the prophet Muhammad 
sallallahu alaihi wasalam corresponding to 1263 in the tenth of rabbi-ul-awwal, it was 
Ahmed Taqi ad-Dyn Ibn Taymiyyah born in the city of Harar. And Harar is situated at 
that time it was situated north of Iraq and now is in turkey. 

His father was someone called Abdul Halim, he was the imam of the grand umawy 
mosque in Syria in Damascus. His grandfather was Abul-Barakat Majruddyn and he was 
the author of muntakil akbaar, which was a famous collection of legal hadith which was 
explained by imam As-Showqani in laylul awtar. A very noble family, a very scholarly 
family. Then at the age of 7 Ibn Taymiyyah witnessed something that was to really bring 
about him being this hero of Islam. He witnessed the tartars invading his home city 
Harar, and he along with his family had to flee Harar and he saw people clambering 
shouting in fear and panic running towards Egypt, fleeing his city. And his father had to 
carry all his books in the caravan, in the cart and on the way it is said that the caravan 
became stuck in the soil because of the heavy books and the tartars were catching up with 
them and the whole family of Ibn Taymiyyah began to make dua to Allah Subhanahu wa 
Tala sincerely until eventually the wheel became unstuck and they could go on. So Ibn 
Taymiyyah from a young age he saw his village ransacked, he saw people living in terror 
and this created inside him a hatred for occupation, a hatred for what the tartars had done 
and a desire to see Islam rid itself of these people. Likewise our young brothers and 
sisters who wee see in the television screen being bombed in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
Philistine, it will be from them that we will see the future heroes of Islam, because they 
are living through the hardship. It will from these people we will have someone inshAllah 
like ibn Taymiyyah. 

And Ibn Taymiyyah, also he knew that 3 years before his birth when at the age of 7 he 
was running away from his town he knew the great victory of Ain-Jaloot and what if 
Muslims stand up for their deen, stand up for their religion what they can do and the 
successes they can have and this was not far from his memory. So he had the hope and 
aspiration for the Ain-Jaloot and all these things they created this character Ibn 
Taymiyyah as well as the scholarly knowledge that he possessed. 



Ibn Taymiyyah he had qualities even from a very young age, superb memory. Once by 
the time he travelled and his family had moved to Damascus from Harar his father was 
made the imam of the grand mosque and he was a professor of hadith. Everybody knew 
that this famous family was coming from Harar to Damascus amongst Egypt so they fled 
to Damascus and they all respected him and his father became the imam of the grand 
mosque. And Ibn Taymiyyah people suddenly began to hear about Ibn Taymiyyah as a 
child that he was a child genius. And one scholar went to Damascus specifically to visit 
this child genius and he asked a tailor who had a shop nearby Ibn Taymiyyahs house, he 
said 'where is this boy Ibn Taymiyyah I want to test his memory' and he said 'don't 
worry he's going to come soon he's going to come and he's going to sit in the circles of 
knowledge just wait', so the scholar sat and waited. And Ibn Taymiyyah came and he's 
carrying his books his tablets, you know at a very young age his carrying his books and 
writing material. This what we all should be doing all the time whenever we sit in circles 
of ilm and knowledge all of us should have books and writing material. When we go to 
school, do we go to school without books and pens and paper. And here we're learning 
ilm knowledge so we should come with paper and pen. And Ibn Taymiyyah had this 
already and then the sheikh said to him wipe of your tablets clean it so he wiped his tablet 
and he wrote down 13 ahadeeth and he told Ibn Taymiyyah have a look at this 13 
ahadeeth and Ibn Taymiyyah had a look at them and the sheikh said now give me back 
the tablet and he gave him back the tablet and then he said to Ibn Taymiyyah now read 
every single hadith that I gave to you and he read every single one of those hadith 
without a single mistake and then the sheikh said he wiped the tablet clean again and he 
gave those hadith with all the isnads, with the chains of authorities in each hadith and he 
said here have a look and he took it back from him and again Ibn Taymiyyah said each 
hadith this time with the chain of authority with the isnad perfectly without mistake. And 
listen to what the sheikh he said 'if God wills him to live he will be a genius without a 
challenger in the whole world' . 

Ibn Taymiyyah he devoted himself to learning grammar, linguistics, calligraphy, 
mathematics, shariah, fiqh, hadith. He had more than 200 teachers of hadith, logic, 
philosophy. Ibn Taymiyyah was from the Hanbaly madhab, and at that time the Hanbalys 
were not seen as the most cleverest of people in debates. Everyone else was equipped 
with logic and philosophy and so he said 'I am going to study philosophy and logic so 
that I can defend the Hanbaly madhab'. He studied the tool that was used by the enemies 
to attack Islam. Greek philosophy, he was an expert in Christianity and he could debate 
with the Christians easily on many issues about Jesus Christ about history he was an 
expert. People would debate with him, for example, there was a debate once where it was 
about an issue regarding a Sahaba and but he showed that he had an excellent knowledge 
of seerah and tarikh. He excelled himself in tafseer, listen to what Ibn Taymiyyah says 
how he would study tafseer, he said 'sometimes I have gone through as many as 100 
tafseer, 100 commentaries on a single ayah of the Quran. After I dipped into these pages I 
make dua to Allah to give me the knowledge of the true meanings of these verses and I 

would pray to Allah as follows J^- LS iA> ^\ j ^1 jjI ^ L he would say 'Oh Allah the 

teacher of Ibrahim and the teacher of Adam teach me these ayats teach me the 
understanding' and he would say often 'I would take to the abandon mosque or go to the 
wilderness then after ask Allah and my forehead would be buried in the ground and I 



would say 'Oh Allah the guide of Ibrahim teach me the understanding of these ayahs". 
One ayah! One ayah he would ask Allah Subhanahu wa Tala, he would read a 100 tafseer 
and then he would cry and make dua 'Oh Allah give me understanding of this ayah', this 
is how devoted he was to studying the tafseer. 

Even his enemies, his bitterest rivals, he had many scholars that were his enemies as we 
will see, they had to admit to his brilliance, even his enemies and that shows the sincerity 
of Ibn Taymiyyah that even his enemies marvel at this man. This is what Kimal Ad-Dyn 
Al-Zamalkany had said about Ibn Taymiyyah, listen very carefully 'God had made 
knowledge of all the scientists as easy for Ibn Taymiyyah as iron had been softened for 
the prophet Dawud (AS) whenever he was asked any question he answered in a way that 
the audience thought him to have spent his whole life in requiring knowledge of that very 
branch of knowledge alone and they knew him as the greatest authority on the subject. 
Scholars subscribing to different juristic schools to different madhabs attended his 
debates and each one of them learnt something that he had not known earlier it never 
happened that he debated any point and was put to shame whatever be the subject matter 
about which he spoke whether religious or non-religious he surpassed all the authorities 
on that particular subject'. So you see what this man is saying, he was a bitter rival of Ibn 
Taymiyyah. 

Ibn Taymiyyah at the age of 22 he took over his father as the professor of hadith in the 
umawy mosque when his father passed away and he became the grand mufti of 
Damascus at the age of 22. And it was said that when he delivered his first speech among 
many great scholars when he made his 1 st speech, his speech was full of thoughts that 
breath and words that burn. Ibn Kathir says' it was a speech so impressive and forceful 
sparkling and majestic that it was an astonishing event in the annuls year 683 it was one 
of the major events of that year. It was so admired by all whilst Ibn Kathir that Shaykh 
Tajrud-dyn al-Fazary himself put the speech down in writing, they were so amazed that 
he began to write the speech down. This was his first speech that he delivered in public. 

Ibn Taymiyyah through his speeches soon became very famous and one of the main 
things Ibn Taymiyyah was debating about was the issue of the names and attributes of 
Allah. That had been unfortunately tainted by greek philosophy and greek logic because 
you see, if I just give you an example, the Greeks, they gave an impression of Allah as 
some man with a beard sitting on a chair and so some of the Muslim scholars to refute 
this claim they started to interpret some of the ayahs that are in the Quran regarding for 
example, the hands of Allah Subhanahu wa Tala or Allah being established on his throne 
they said 'no it doesn't mean this it means something completely different' some people 
even said 'Allah doesn't have a hand and this means power or something like this'. 
Because they were so afraid that they would conjure up images of Allah being a person, 
this is called anthropomorphism. Now this is also very dangerous it can negate the 
qualities of Allah and start interpreting the qualities of Allah with an interpretation that 
the Sahaba didn't do nor did the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wasalam. Ibn 
Taymiyyah he proposed a very simple solution he said 'we believe in the names and 
attributes of Allah' for example the hands of Allah 'we believe in this hand as it has been 
written down in the Quran however there are four things we don't do, we don't do tatyl 



we don't negate we don't say Allah doesn't have a hand at all because we're so scared of 
causing resemblance, and we don't do tashbeeh we don't say Allah's hand resembles the 
hand of any of the creation it's a unique hand that we don't know what it looks like it 
can't resemble the hand of any human being, we don't do ta'weel we don't start saying 
well this hand it means this and it means that it means power and it means that, and we 
don't do takeer we don't ask how is the hand of Allah we just believe Allah has a hand 
and we don't think this hand looks like anything to the creation because 
J^ i_«5 eyr"" it is nothing like Allah Subhanahu wa Tala' and this was the real belief of 
Ehl Sunnah wal jamah. But this understanding was not the understanding of the major 
people that were living at the time of Ibn Taymiyyah, and many of the scholars that were 
around at the time of Ibn Taymiyyah did not hold that understanding. So Ibn Taymiyyah 
found himself believing something which was not politically correct at that time. There 
are some things that are politically correct like nowadays certain words you can't say 
because its not politically correct, but Ibn Taymiyyah did he say its not politically correct 
so I should go with the crowd to please them?, no. One quality we find in Ibn Taymiyyah 
is that he did not care, he did not give a damn about the opinion of other people as though 
if the haq is to be said he said the haq and this spark of Ibn Taymiyyah it ignited the 
jealous scholars against him and we'll talk about that later. 

And this especially in 698 when he began his lectures. But in 699, although the scholars 
wanted to cause an uprising against Ibn Taymiyyah, something a word was spread around 
that the Mongols the tartars again want to invade, intelligence reached Damascus and the 
people began to run away but then suddenly they heard 'no, no the king Muhammad ibn 
Qalawan will come from Egypt and will help them'. So they were all pleased, but then 
this man Muhammad ibn Qalawan, he was defeated by Ghazan who was the emperor of 
the monguls at that time and Muhammad ibn Qalawan, he fled he went back to Egypt and 
left Damascus without any guards without any people. And the people were terrified 
what's going to happen, and all the nobility and all the scholars they also left because 
they were worried that they were all going to be slaughtered. 

One scholar, however, decided to stay behind and that was Ahmed ibn Taymiyyah and he 
took control. And Ibn Taymiyyah, not only did he take control, when he saw Ghazan was 
coming and looting the city and causing problems he himself went to meet Ghazan the 
emperor of the monguls himself, and then this is the discussion that takes place between 
Ibn Taymiyyah and Ghazan and it was the most memorable discussion in history. Sheikh 
Kamal ud din al-Anja, who was there, he recalls this he says 'I was with sheikh Ibn 
Taymiyyah on this occasion he sits forth in his address to the king the Quranic ayats and 
the traditions of the prophet sallahu alaihi wa salam in during fairness and just conduct, 
his voice gradually rising, he was drawing near to the king until his knees were about to 
touch those of Ghazan, who was attentively listening to the sheikh but did not appear to 
be displeased with him. He was straining his ears and he was struck with awe and at last 
he asked, Ghazan asked 'who is he I have never seen a man so brave and courageous, 
none has a made a dent in my heart as he' and remember Ghazan was somebody by the 
way who had accepted Islam but he was invading the muslim lands. The shaykh was then 
introduced to the king. The shaykh said to the king 'you claim to be a muslim I have been 
told you have with you a qadhi and an imam a shaykh and a muezzin, that have deemed 



it proper to marched upon the Muslims. Your forefathers were heathens, were pagans but 
they always abstained from breaking promises that was made by them they redeemed the 
pledges they made but you violate the word of honour given by you. You trample on the 
foot you own declarations in order to lay hand on the servants of God' and then sheikh 
Kamal ud din he says 'despite Ibn Taymiyyah using such strong language this king was 
shaking' the king of the Mongols was shaking, we saw how last time Mustasim was 
shaking in his boots, this time the king of the monguls was shaking in his boots from the 
bravery of Ibn Taymiyyah. And then he started releasing some of the prisoners taking 
them free. He said in another time Ibn Taymiyyah was coming to release the prisoners to 
speak on behalf of the Muslims and he called him to dinner, does he speak to him and be 
nice?, none of this nice stuff, he said 'I am not going to eat this food because this food is 
from the money of the Muslims, and then Ghazan said please make dua for me because 
he saw in the heart of Ibn Taymiyyah a man of imaan. So listen to the dua Ibn Taymiyyah 
makes he said 'O Allah help Ghazan if he has taken up arms to defend your religion, if 
not then do whatever you want with him, then destroy him', then the companions of Ibn 
Taymiyyah they were trembling with fear that we are all going to be executed now, 
because they had heard about the tartars and the monguls what they had done to 
Mustasim, they know he was trampled to death, they were all getting afraid. But what did 
Ghazan do, Ghazan was saying ameen ameen to his dua. Then Ghazan even said to Ibn 
Taymiyyah go back to Damascus with 300 of his guards of his royal guards he sent with 
Ibn Taymiyyah. This is what courage and bravery can do in the hearts of the people. 

Another example of the bravery of Ibn Taymiyyah is, there was one man he was one of 
the mumluk governors called Qatlubak, and Qatlubak was an oppressor, he was an 
oppressive governor and what he would do for example he would buy from people and 
give them the tenth of the price he wouldn't give a damn if you wanted to complain you 
complain but he would only give the tenth of the price. So, then one man came to Ibn 
Taymiyyah crying that 'Qatlubak has taken my money and he's not giving my money'. 
So Ibn Taymiyyah decided to go meet this Qatlubak and he knocked on his door. Listen 
to what Qatlubak says to Ibn Taymiyyah 'if you see an ameer i.e. myself at the doors of a 
poor man then this means that the ameer is very good and generous and the poor man is 
very lucky you know because the ameer is generous and the poor man lucky. But if you 
see the poor man at the doors of the ameer then the poor man is really in a ridiculous state 
and the ameer is also in a ridiculous state that the poor man is brave enough to go to the 
doors of the ameer, he is a poor man and no ones giving him any money and he has to go 
and beg to the richest man' and then he said 'it should be me Qatlubak the ameer, the 
governor that comes to you as you're a man that stays away from the dunya', trying to 
say to Ibn Taymiyyah ahh you've come to get some money of me trying to embarrass Ibn 
Taymiyyah saying you're like a fakeer coming and ordering money. Listen to what Ibn 
Taymiyyah had to say, he said, 'Qatlubak!' He shouted at him 'don't behave like a slave 
like your forefathers were slaves, Firawn was more of a dictator and desperate than you 
and Moosa was better than me, and Moosa would come to the door of Firawn every day 
lots of times telling him to believe in iman and I come to you once telling you to pay'. So 
this man had to give back the rights to dismiss him. Ibn Taymiyyah all the time wherever 
there was a haq, a right to be defended he always defended that right because he had the 
quality of courage and bravery to defend that right. 



This next meeting with Ghazan, although Ghazan left Damascus, he left another mongul 
man in charge who really didn't care about human rights and the rights of the Muslims 
and he began to loot and ponder and cause many problems. Ibn Taymiyyah, what did he 
do he took charge of the city and he became the ameer of the city and the general safely 
of the city. And some of the Muslims were so afraid of the tartars still that they went and 
secluded themselves in a fortress and Ibn Taymiyyah was inside that fortress. Ibn Kathir 
says that 'at that time in the Jami umawy masjid for jumah salah you could only find in 
the whole city of Muslims one row of people praying jumah'. They were so scared they 
went into the fortress. And again Ibn Taymiyyah several time he went and met this man 
to try and secure the city until eventually news reached that Egypt was coming to help 
and the tartars they finally left Damascus. 

Now Ibn Taymiyyah also shows leadership in another situation. In the year 702 again the 
tartars they invaded Damascus, this time with a full army and the king of Egypt didn't 
want to confront them. Muhammad ibn Qalawan already lost to them once he didn't want 
to confront them. So I Ibn Taymiyyah had to keep going telling them 'you must fight, 
you must fight to defend, bring your soldiers to Damascus to meet them. And in 2 nd of 
Ramadan in the year 702 in the plane thaqa'b again Ibn Taymiyyah with the Sultan 
Muhammad ibn Qalawan, they met the tartars and they smashed the tartars once again. 
So Ibn Taymiyyah was involved in the jihad and it is said the he himself was responsible 
in training the soldiers in hand to hand confront in sword warfare, he was going around 
training the soldiers. Of course because of this, Ibn Taymiyyah, because of his 
determination of always speak the truth, because of Ibn Taymiyyahs willingness to 
always enjoin the good and forbid the evil, because of his scholarship, because people 
loved Ibn Taymiyyah, scholars became jealous of Ibn Taymiyyah. And Ibn Taymiyyah 
rejected the ideas of a man called ibn araby. Ibn araby was somebody who was a scholar 
who started saying thing like 'I am in Allah, and Allah is in me and Allah is in my 
pocket' and things like this. And one of the governors of Egypt called ruqwaydin bagels 
42.44 he was a great follower of the teaching of ibn araby and when he heard Ibn 
Taymiyyah speaking against the teachings of ibn araby and against these pantheistic ideas 
that Allah is in your pocket and you can become one of Allah, Ibn Taymiyyah was called 
up all the scholars and they said 'Ibn Taymiyyah is causing problems, he's a heretic' and 
they all planned against Ibn Taymiyyah such that Ibn Taymiyyah had to be called up to 
Egypt from Damascus. And he was called up to Egypt and in the courts they raised 
charges against him that you said this this this and you say that Allah is a living being 
when Allah is but a human etc etc. And Ibn Taymiyyah whenever he stood up to defend 
himself the scholar at the time he was in charge said 'sit down sit down' and they didn't 
let Ibn Taymiyyah stand up and they put Ibn Taymiyyah in prison. Six times they asked 
Ibn Taymiyyah to relinquish his ideas, Ibn Taymiyyah said 'no'. 

Ibn Taymiyyah in prison, he found the prisoners dealing playing chess cards and messing 
around and fooling around and he said 'this has to stop' and he opened up a Madrasa in 
the prison. In fact, some his strongest disciples and students were prisoners and when 
those prisoners were told to leave prison and go back to their homes they said 'no we 
don't want to go back home we want to stay in prison with Ibn Taymiyyah'. So he made 
this prison into a Madrasa. Ibn Taymiyyah eventually after one year in prison he was 



released, and in his release SubhanAllah although he was stern for the haq, and for the 
truth, he had love in his heart for the Muslims and he was soft and kind and generous. 
Just because you're stern against the evil it doesn't mean you are not a soft person, you 
don't have rahmah in your heart. The Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa salaam 
had the most rahmah in his heart. Listen to what Ibn Taymiyyah said in a letter about 
those who plotted against him to throw him in prison, he said 'may God be pleased with 
you, you know that I have never wished a single lesson to get in to trouble of any sorts, 
then how can I desire that my friends scholars and 44.45 should come to grief on account 
of me, I have no complaint, nothing to grumble against anyone, on the contrary I have 
greater love and respect for them all for their learning and status as they verily deserve. If 
someone opposes another man he's either a scholar and a man of principle or and an evil 
hearted wrong doer and a sinner' and so he continues and he says 'I do not want that 
anyone should be avenge for my sufferings or for my labelling false allegations against 
me for I have already forgiven every one of them I desire well being of every muslim the 
same as I desire for myself and he forgave every single one of them. 

Ibn Taymiyyah decided to stay in Egypt and those ideas, those pantheistic ideas were 
spreading and Ibn Taymiyyah continued to argue against these ideas. He was put into 
prison by his rivals when he got out of prison he started preaching again against those 
ideas. One idea was that, it was very common amongst people was that when you make 
dua you can make dua other than to Allah. You can go to a saint, you can even go to 
Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa salaam and say 'oh messenger of Allah please grant me a 
son', 'oh messenger of Allah please give me good in my business' etc. And Ibn 
Taymiyyah went against those ideas and again he was put into prison because of this, he 
was put under house arrest. 

There was one time when Muhammed ibn Qalawan he abdicated and that man we 
mentioned ruqyadin bagels who liked the ideas of ibn araby he became the king and 
when he became the king he exiled Ibn Taymiyyah to Alexandria, forever. And in 
Alexandria Ibn Taymiyyah met another group of extreme Sufis called asab'aniyyah and 
he managed to convert all of them to Ehl sunnah, in Alexandria. And then Ibn 
Taymiyyah, this man ruqyadin bagels his kingship only lasted one year and ibn Qalawan 
managed to become king again. And when he became king he got all the fatwas of all 
those people that supported Bagels to put Ibn Taymiyyah in prison and they were even 
planning to execute Ibn Taymiyyah. And then ibn Qalawan said to Ibn Taymiyyah 'look 
all these people I have their names they went against give me the order, give me the 
command I will execute every single one of them' and Ibn Taymiyyah he said that he had 
already forgiven and therefore no one can have any claim upon them. Again we see that 
Ibn Taymiyyah forgives them. 

The scholars who were against Ibn Taymiyyah even got the local mob, the thugs in the 
streets to gang up against Ibn Taymiyyah, once he was walking and to beat him up 
physically and they beat him and again Ibn Taymiyyah he had a jamah, he came with a 
jamah of people that were with him, scholars like Ibn Qayyim and Ibn Kathir they were 
his jamah and they wanted to get revenge he said 'no I forbid you, it's my right and I 
forgiven every single one of them that have done this against me'. 



Moving on, Ibn Taymiyyah was put into prison again because he went against the 
madhabs on an issue of divorce, all the madhabs at that time they said for example if I 
were to say to my wife in one go divorce, divorce, divorce she's divorced from me 
forever and I can't marry again until I marry another women and divorce the other 
women and then I can marry her, this is in Islam. But Ibn Taymiyyah said 'no, if you say 
divorce, divorce, divorce in one sitting it doesn't apply, you must say it in three separate 
sittings, divorce and then wait the iddah period and then saying it again and like this'. 
And this opinion that Ibn Taymiyyah had was the opinion of many of the salaf had, like 
people like Umar bin Al-Khattab, many of the salaf had these ideas. Umar ibn Khattab he 
was the one that said if someone say's divorce, divorce, divorce, make it happen so 
people don't play around with divorce. It was an issue of iqtilaf, of natural differences but 
it was against the four madhabs and because it was against the four madhabs he was put 
in dungeon, again for five months. 

One opinion of Ibn Taymiyyah that he said 17 years ago was that 'no one if they visit the 
shrine even if it is the grave of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alaihi wa salaam, 
visiting it for ibadah, he said you don't get any ajr for it for visiting it for ibadah. And he 
used the hadeeth 'you shouldn't make a journey hoping for worship except for three 
places Masjid Haram, my Masjid and Masjid Aqsa'. There are three pilgrims you can 
make and Ibn Taymiyyah said 17 years ago that visiting the grave of saints or even the 
garave of Prophet Muhammed sallallahu alaihi wa salaam you can do but this not an act 
of ibadah, and he had a hadeeth to back his claim. And at that time everybody thought 
this was a righteous thing to do and you can do this, this act of ibadah going to the grave 
of a saint, they said this was disrespectful to the Prophet sallallahu alaihi wa salaam. And 
it was a 17 year old fatwa and they bought it back again to cause all the people against 
Ibn Taymiyyah he was thrown in the prison. 

And we mention just a little bit this time in prison even when he was in prison he 
managed to do 80 recitals of the Quran, 80 recitals of the whole Quran he did in prison. 
In prison he was writing against those very same ideas that put him in prison and he was 
writing against the people who were spreading bad and corrupt ideas. And when he was 
writing these things and they reached out of the prison walls then the governor at that 
time ordered for the books and pens and paper of Ibn Taymiyyah to be taken away. Ibn 
Taymiyyah continues to write with chare with whatever scraps he could find. And he 
wrote this to his students 'the greatest charge against me is that the orders given by a man 
were disregarded by me but an order given by a human being whether he be a master or a 
king contravenes the command of God and his Prophet then that should never be obeyed. 
On the contrary, the entire Muslim community is agreed on the view that no obedient is 
permissible anything opposed to express mandate God and the Prophet. 

Ibn Taymiyyah rahmatullahi alaihi he became ill for 22 days in prison and while he 
became ill that's when people came to him to ask for forgiveness. They said Ibn 
Taymiyyah we're very sorry for what we did, we didn't mean what we did please forgive 
us even the governor that imprisoned him came to him for all the inconvenience that he 
had caused him. He knew he was going to die a very religious and pious man, and this is 



what Ibn Taymiyyah says 'I have already forgiven you and all those persons who have 
been hostile to me, they knew not that I was on the right I bear no malice nor have I any 
grievances against the king for putting me into jail and the instant of the 52.36 he did not 
do it according to his own accord and is free from the responsibility in this regard. I have 
piled in every man in this affair except those who are enemies of God and his Prophets. 

In prison Ibn Qayyim writes beautiful verse about Ibn Taymiyyah in prison, Ibn Qayyim 
is a formal student of Ibn Taymiyyah who looked for the ideas of Ibn Taymiyyah in a 
formalised way, he say's that Ibn Taymiyyah once said this to him, 'what can my 
enemies do to me while I'm in prison, I am my own jannah and my garden is in my heart' 
what he means is his iman and his knowledge, 'wherever I go my iman and my actions 
my ilm will stay with me, if they imprison me I will be alone with Allah Subhanahu wa 
Tala and F" enjoy this, if they kill me I be shaheed and if they send me out I'll go do 
dawah in the sake of Allah Subhanahu wa Tala', and when the prison sentence came he 
said 'this is what I was waiting for this what I was looking forward to' . 

Once Ibn Taymiyyah he said when he was in prison 'if all the money of this fortress was 
to be spent it would not equal with me the thanks the blessings I am in, the thanks I give 
to Allah the blessing He has given me to allow me to have this opportunity to be in prison 
with Allah Subhanahu wa Tala'. Ibn Qayyim he says about Ibn Taymiyyah 'I have not 
seen someone who was more better in his life than Ibn Taymiyyah ever despite the 
difficulties that he lived in, despite he lived a life shunned of all luxuries of the world, 
despite that he was in prison, despite that he has been threatened, despite that he was 
being terrorised, despite all of this I have not seen a man who was in a better condition 
and in a better state of fitness and health than Ibn Taymiyyah, none who was more happy, 
none who's heart was more content than the heart of Ibn Taymiyyah, no one heart was 
more stable than the heart of Ibn Taymiyyah'. And then he say's 'when we became 
scared and we had many thoughts that they are going to come and kill us and we thought 
that the earth was going to swallow us up we would go to Ibn Taymiyyah and we would 
hear his words and all of these things would go from our hearts. 

Ibn Taymiyyah while he was in the 80 th recital of the Quran he was reading the verses of 
surah Al-Qamar and while he was reading this verse then this is when he breathed his last 
and he died while he was in prison. And it was said about Ibn Taymiyyah when he died 
in prison, an announcement was make that Sheikh ul-Islam has died in prison and the 
whole city came to visit Ibn Taymiyyah and to see him. The gate of the fortress of his 
dungeon were open and the whole city came swarming, and crying was throughout the 
city and people came and they were crying over Ibn Taymiyyah and kissing Ibn 
Taymiyyah and they said a million people followed the janazah of Ibn Taymiyyah. And 
his janazah, not only in Egypt and Damascus but they made his janazah also in Yemen 
and also in China. Also in China they heard about Ibn Taymiyyah and they made janazah 
for him in China. 

This was the man that revived Islam during his time. He fought of the tartars and the 
invasion again of Syria. He would go round in the cities against the tartars and he would 
speak against what they were doing against their zina against their drinking wine he'd 



smash their wine. And there was no one like him at that time and Islam was going 
stagments because of this one man Allah Subhanahu wa Tala rescued Islam from the 
stagnation. 



